AGED 43. This patient was shown at the Medical Society of London in November, 1911, by Dr. Poynton, with the special intention of obtaining the opinion of Fellows upon the advisability of an operation. The case was called then one of " loss of power in the hands of four years' duration." The duration of the symptoms had been four years, and had been attributed to excessive work at' scrubbing pans. The weakness had increased and the hands had become useless. The chief complaints had been of severe pain in the thumb andhollow of the left hand, passing up the radial side of the arm to the supraclavicular fossa. To a lesser degree this was present on the right side. There were also occipital headaches, and cramp-like pains in the sole of the right foot and the right side of the abdomen. The muscles of the thenar and *hypothenar eminences were wasted more on the left than the right. The peculiar distribution of this wasting, described by Dr. Kinnier Wilson, is well shown. The interossei were slightly wasted on the left side. Both pupils were small. Some vague blunting of sensation (tactile) was elicited over the forearms and hands. The left hand twitched more than the right. The mental state, very responsive to suggestion, was unsatisfactory. The skiagram showed two cervical ribs.
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The case seemed an unfavourable one, and yet the patient's hands appeared to be not only painful but useless. At the meeting diverse opinions were given-the majority in favour of operation.
'Some weeks later (December, 1911) the left cervical rib was operated upon. There was improvement for a while, and the muscles of the left hand became stronger, but for the last six months the condition has been very unsatisfactory. There is continual complaint of severe pain in the left shoulder and up the left side of the neck, and the patient is unable to work or do anything with his hands.
